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It is membership renewal time, folks!

The renewal form is on the last page. Print and mail
with your check. If your address, etc, has not changed,
you need not fill it all out. But if there’s any question,
please be sure to supply the current information!

72 members so far for 2004-05 (115 last year)
Bank account balance: $7,126.96

The Central VValley Harness Assn has a new web site,
and they post their newsletters. The newsletters con-
tain some great stories as well as news of interest from
this neighboring club. Good pictures, too.
http://lwww.centralvalleyharnessassociation.com

The Ram Tap CDE is a “go” for next year, April 1-3.
The Dressage Festival at Ram Tap is Nov 6-7. David

Ventura will do a clinic on Monday 11-8 after the
event.

Hiskens weekend is on!
Oct 16-17 at Eventful Acres, Oregon House, CA.
We are working on specific plans, but the idea is
a "CDE Camp" with Denise Cuendett as clinician.
I’m happy to report that Hiskens relented about
the minimum use fee for this weekend, so cost
will be $30 per horse per day, as in the past. Plus
lesson fees and meals, of course. Lessons are op-
tional - you are welcome to come and drive on
your own.,
This is a low-key activity, with the opportunity to
practice dressage, cones, hazards, school through
water and/or drive at will. The facility is quiet,
with big oak trees and green grass. There are
paddocks and most of us camp. Group meals pro-
vided.
Interested people must contact me, so I can send
updated information.
Gina Miner, 925-371-5325, gina@acornnmr.com

Treasurer
NCDC officers are elected every 2 years, and my lat-
est term as Treasurer is up. I've been doing this for 8
yrs, and would kind of like to pass the torch. 1 find
that as the club has been getting more active in the
last couple of years, I'm frequently helping with or-
ganizing, acting as show secretary, scoring, etc, as
well as helping with the newsletter, and I'd like to re-
duce the work load a bit.
So, what does the job entail?
1) Keeping track of the club checking account,
which I've been doing using Quicken. Record
checks that come in (mostly dues), write checks for
expenses, reconcile with the bank statement, provide
periodic short summaries to the membership. The
by-laws require signature of 2 officers on checks, so
the Treasurer is one of the authorized signers. The
account is at Wells Fargo, and I have a "limited"
ATM card, meaning | can deposit with it, but not
withdraw. Of course, the bank could be changed, if
that would be more convenient.
2) Most of the account activity is dues. The Treas-
urer also acts as Membership Chairman, meaning
keeping a database of who has paid, addresses, etc. |
have this set up in Msft Access, but it could be con-
verted to whatever type of database is convenient.
3) As a club officer, the Treasurer participates in dis-
cussions with the Chair and other officers about club
issues, and it's nice if you try to show up for most
meetings :)
The main requirements are someone who is reasona-
bly organized (can develop a functional "system™ for
keeping track of memberships and expenses) and
functionally computer literate, as this is best done on
a computer, not by hand.
Nominations are open, and you can nominate your-
self. I will work with you to get you started and help
along the way as needed, so you're not going to get
thrown in at the deep end.
Gina Miner




Calendar of Events

Sep 3-5 Mother Lode All Morgan Horse Show with Open Carriage Pleasure Driving Classes Sonoma
County Fairground , Santa Rosa
Kelly Denison 916-284-4903 Nancy Myers 530-477-0409

Sept 11 “KISS” Drive! (keep it simple silly) A fun day of driving!  Gilroy http://www.garlicclassic.com/
Celia McCormack 408.847.7921 Celia56@starnetdial.net

Sep 11 “Caspar Hot Dog Drive” at the Woodward Reservoir by the Antique Carriage Club Oakdale, CA
Larry & Toni Newcomb 209.847.5227 abuggynut@yahoo.com

Sep 18 “The Nuts and Bolts of Dressage... How to Nail Your Dressage Test” with Shirley Antrobus
Debra Smith hoofnit@bigfoot.com 707-451-2502

Oct 1-3 California Classic CDE at Shady Oaks Lodi, CA  www.shadyoaksevents.com
Oct 10 Joe Daehling Ranch Annual Picnic Drive with the “Antique Carriage Club” Elk Grove, CA
Joe Daehling 916.685.4965 Daehling@jps.net
Oct 16-17 NCDC Driving Weekend at Hiskens Oregon House, CA Gina Miner, gina@acornnmr.com
OCT 23-24 Carriage Association of America’s West Coast Educational Series#5  Hollister, CA
George Bowman and Tom Faucette Jill Ryder 856.935.1616 carrassc@mindspring.com
Oct 23-24 Mighty Mini's (Miniature Horses) CDE (pending ADS) Bakersfield, CA

Doug & Renee True 559.582.3694 Dtrue@kings.k12.ca.us

Oct 30-31 “Halloween Hustle” (Pending ADS) Pleasure Driving Show & “A Traditional Sporting Day of Driving”
Moorpark, CA Jody Cutler 805.529.2753 gjcutler@earthlink.net

Nov 5-6 California Draft Horse & Equipment Sale at the International Agri Center Inc. Tulare, CA
Carlson Sales 209.668.1011 Sales office 209.581.2687

Nov 6-7 Dressage Festival Sponsored by the Central Valley Harness Association Fresno, CA
Gene Hagberg 559.689.3289 Ghagberg_93653@yahoo.com

Nov 19-21 Old Pueblo CDE (pending ADS) At the Pima County Fairgrounds Tucson, AZ
Sally Henry 520.883.1818 azoldpueblocde @aol.com

Nov 20 5th Annual Meeting of the Minds for event organizers, club officials and others  TBA In CA
Celine Rickards and Linda Fairbanks (209) 966-4499 celine@carriagedriving.com

Dec 4 9th Annual High Tea & Drive at WSS Woodland, CA
Shelly Chavoor 530.753.6761 wsstea@scrubjay.nu

April 1-3, 2005 Ram Tap CDE

Officers Newsletter Editor:  Soon-to-be Harriet-the-other-Merritt
Chairman: Pat Scholderer 925-778-2640 Activities Committee:
grannyncart@earthlink.net Ken Odom 530-743-3605 odomk@yahoo.com
Vice-Chair: Jean Terry 530-743-3605 Kathy Freeman 530-677-5885 cody@ponyplace.com
riverrockcobs@yahoo.com Thomas Smith  707-399-9873  hoofnit@bigfoot.com

Secretary: Sally Baker
sallybaker@infostations.com

Treasurer: Gina Miner 925-371-5325
gina@acornnmr.com



Minutes of the NCDC Meeting, Aug 21, 2004

Meeting called to order at 4:05 pm by the Chair.

Mike Dowd moved to accept the minutes of the January meeting as printed in the newsletter.

Seconded by Jay. Motion carried.

Treasurer's Report - current balance if $6,468.56, not including dues received in the last week

and not including entry fees or expenses for the Traditional Day.

The Chair and Treasurer positions are overdue for election, and are open for nominations. Jay pointed
out that by California law, existing officers stay in their positions until replaced. Nominations should
be sent to the Secretary.

The issue of the Oct Hiskens weekend was raised. Mike P-R, Sally and John W. voiced approval. Jay pointed
out that Hiskens make less on us than other groups, because we are a smaller group. Mike P-R moved that 1)
we try to renegotiate with Hiskens regarding the 25-horse minimum (given that this was instituted after the
date was reserved), 2) if not, we charge a use fee of $40/horse, and 3) NCDC will pay the additional use fees if
necessary. Maria seconded, motion carried.

The Chair then asked if we want to reserve a date at Hiskens in May and/or Oct of 2005.

Jay pointed out that we need to firm up calendar now, because other events are being scheduled.
Jay moved that we reserve a date at Hiskens in the spring for CDE camp, provided a date is available that does
not conflict with the Trinity CDE or Driven Dressage Festival. Seconded by Sally. Motion carried.

Buck moved to try to set up a second activity at Silverbend next year, either a second Traditional Day of Driv-
ing, or a Trace Pace, or poker or picnic drive. Seconded by Will. Motion carried.

Sharon suggested we might try a beginner/novice driving clinic, not necessarily at Silverbend. Sharon moved

to create a committee to work on this, and volunteered to chair it.

Seconded by Mike P-R. Motion carried.

Sat Jan 8, 2005, will be the annual planning meeting, to be held at Shady oaks.
Gina suggested the next meeting be held at the driven dressage festival at Ram Tap on Nov 6-7.
Buck reminded us we need volunteers for Shady Oaks.

Buck move to adjourn the meeting, Mike PR seconded. Meeting adjourned 4:45 PM

Respectfully submitted, Gina Miner

Attendees:

Sharon Capps

Alice Simpson

Marty Brookman
Sally Baker

Jay Hubert

Jane and Terry Merritt
Maria DeAngelis
Mike Proto-Robinson
Janelle Rule

John Walker

Moka Davis

Judy and Dan Moore (new)

Buck and Pat Scholderer
Jackie Mills

Mike Dowd

Sharon Waite

Barrie and Kathy Freeman
Wendy Mattos

Gina Miner

Guests:

Fred and Victoria Myer
Lorraine Waite

Kelly Albrecht

Denise Cuendett
Deena Kirby

THE PONY PLACE

www.ponyplace.com
codyé@ponyplace.com

(530)677-5885 Voice/Fax
Information and Quality Equipage for
ponies and miniature horses

Barrie Freeman Kathy Freeman

An informational
resource and marketplace
devoted exclusively to
ponies and
miniature horses at
www.ponyplace.com




Trinity Driving Center’s New Whip

by Dave Schumaker

If you attended the 2004 Trinity CDE in Hayfork, you met new driver Francis
Waggoner, better known as Frannie, a 15-year-old driver who started driving six
months ago. She competed HC at Trinity in June just 4 months after beginning to
drive in Training Level and if she had not been HC would have finished second in
her division and fifth overall. Her first dressage was very respectable even with a 5-
point penalty for going off course
Frannie is a remarkable young lady who started to work for Dave and Pat
Schumaker, owners of the Trinity Driving Center, as a helper in their barn. She
cleaned stalls, fed horses, and helped care for Schumakers' two Fjords, Arne and
Brig, and two Halflingers. It wasn’t long before she was grooming for Pat and Dave
in events where she showed an uncanny understanding of the sport.
Earlier this year Frannie was grooming for Dave at Ramtap. They pulled up to the
start of A with their 25 year old Fjord Brig and were told that the clock had already
started on them, even though they were 10 minutes early. Dave started to argue and
Frannie, displaying all the wisdom of her 15 years, told him to "get going, we can
argue later". He headed down the course, mumbling complaints that he had no idea
of his time when she told him, "Let’s assume that we are a minute behind. | will
give you times and corrections to catch up that minute!" They finished with 10 sec-
onds to spare.
The Schumakers have had a number of young people working at their barn and have |
offered to teach any of them to drive. All they had to do was ask. Frannie was the
first to ask. She started out cautiously if not timidly and we were not sure how she
would progress. She was driving Schumakers' youngest Fjord, Arne, a safe draft
pony who was also known for being a little poky. He was a member of the
Schumakers' pair who were driven to blue ribbons during the previous season at
Henry Boyd by Pat Schumaker.
Frannie caught fire about a month into her driving, bonding with Arne to the point
where she was getting more out of him than the Schumakers had as a single. She
arrived at the barn at 8:30 AM four days a week to practice and take lessons from the Schumakers as well as groom for them as they
practiced to improve their own skills.
Dave talked her into entering Henry Boyd 2004 at the Preliminary Level after her success at Trinity. She eagerly agreed and began to
practice for the event.
Frannie took two and a half weeks off during the summer to go to Peru and help build a church building with 30 other students.
. When she returned she had a week and a half to get ready to compete.
4 Upon arrival in Woodside she was challenged for her age and Dave
" was questioned about the wisdom of her going preliminary by the
judges. They explained that she was ready for that level and that the
competition would prove it.
. After a nervous start when Frannie when received another whistle and
5 point penalty for failing to stop at “X” in dressage she was 11"
place. Dave began to question the wisdom of starting her preliminary.
The next day, however, she vindicated that decision by moving up to
6" after the marathon with her 16-year-old groom KC Fulton. They
even had the fastest time in Hazard 2 and were only a second or two
behind in others in the Preliminary Pony Division.
Cones have been a struggle for Frannie where she has plowed down
~ many during practice. She took a lesson from Debbie Packard on
— cones a week before the event and then walked the course with Jojo
_ Petro planning her go. With Dave nervously watching she drove a
~ near perfect run with only one ball down and no time faults finishing
" 6™ in the division.
She was awarded a gift certificate from Carriage Driving Essentials for finishing in first place of the new drivers participating at the
event and won the Junior Driver award, beautiful hat from Driving Essentials. To finish off the awards, she and her groom, 16 year
old KC Fulton, took a second for the decoration of Arne in the marathon. They are both part American Indian and had war paint on
the horse.
Frannie says that she is ready and wants to compete at Ramtap in the spring. The Schumakers are excited about her pros-
pects as a competitor. But look out world - they also have another 15 year old, Krystal Eddis, Frannie's new groom who has started
driving. You may see her next year HC at Trinity!




New Members

Frannie Waggoner (see story, page 4)

A few new members joined at the Traditional Day of Driving:

Jackie Mills (unforgettable driving her gray mini “Lulu in her tutu” in the costume class at the WCCC)
Dan and Judy Moore, Brentwood

Loraine Waite, Empire

Welcome back to Sharon Capps, former NCDC Chair

Treasurer’s Report on the
Traditional Day of Driving

Picnic Drive, Aug 15

It was the most delightful day, although there were only Income:

5 turnouts though, plus 3 outriders. 23 entries @ $40 each $920
The weather was grand, at least 20 degrees cooler than Drug fees $72
I'm accustomed to at home, some cloud cover but still a Non-member fees $60
brilliant summer day, and roads along the levees, in Total- $1.052
shade, roads around agriculture fields, some planted in

brilliant yellow safflower plants all ablaze and in full Expenses:

bloom. Judge $200
The footing at this place is simply awesome... for the Facility Rental $500
most part is is soft cushiony without being deep. There Judges’ lunches $18

is some dust but as you are invited to drive at will or Drug fees $72
follow the leader the option was entirely left to you to Insurance $51.60
accept the dust or avoid it. Total: $823.60
When we came back in a number of wonderful people

had tables and chairs set up under some huge Oaks and Net income to NCDC: $228.40

a picnic potluck set out for us.
They even brought a hundred gallon trough in the back
of a truck, filled with wonder water for the horses.

Parking was ok for the few turnouts but might have __ Zilco

been more of a challenge if we had had a turn out an _ Efﬂpﬂtb_y
effort on the part of the organizers deserved. rrl Collar

| suppose the limited turn out could have been due to : ottar

Woodside CDE the previous weekend and the Pending
Traditional Day of Driving this coming weekend but |
was still disappointed. We don't get many invitations
the likes of this one and | sure would have liked to have
rewarded the offer better.

I had invited a couple of friends that live up here in
Northern California to join me so | had the double bo-
nus of a beautiful place to drive and the company of
some wonderful people | don't get to see all that often
due to geographical issues.

| want to thank Jenni Hass and Joe Daehling for orga-
nizing and offering such a delightful day.

Beverly Means, Pony Keeper

i (209) 966-4499
Precious Purple Pony Pharm

www.Carriage Driving Essentials.com



NCDC Traditional Day of Driving

By Jane Merritt

Saturday August 21st NCDC held the second annual Traditional Day Of Driving event at beautiful Silverbend
farm which is located on the Sacramento River near Clarksburg California. For those of you who are not famil-
iar with Clarksburg, it is on the Sacramento River on highway 160 just south of Sacramento.

Clarksburg is a small farming community, known for is agricultural bounty of fruit and nut trees. Clarksburg's
rich delta soils also make this a wonderful wine grape growing region. Some of these grape are grown and
trucked to other wineries and some are vinted on the ranches that grow them such as the nearby Bogle Winery.
More than it's agricultural wonders, the Delta is one of the largest recreational areas for those drawn to water-
borne sport of just about anything one can imagine doing on or in water. It's many miles of waterways from the
Sacramento river to the many mazes of sloughs that are home to incredible wildlife from many species of
fishes, beautiful birds, to shelled and slithery reptiles. The Sacramento River is also a main shipping channel,
for freighters from all over the world heading up river with their goods to Sacramento. It is an awesome sight
to see a ship of this magnitude heading up the seemingly narrow waterway.

The Sacramento river flows from high northern California all the way out to the pacific ocean and is home to a
good number of game fish, making it a popular area for fishermen hoping to land a Salmon, Stripper, Sturgeon
or a trophy Black Bass. Hunters are also drawn to the Delta by hundreds of species of birds that include ducks
and geese,that share the land and waterways including birds that live there and many that are migrating. On
any summer day as you drive leisurely along the River Road you will see boats of all kinds with fishermen in
small boats or water skiers behind speed boats, cruisers and even a few sailboats poofing along enjoying the
inland Delta waters.

Silverbend Farm is a third generation owned farm that is now being remade into a multi-use facility from
equine activities to a great pumpkin patch in the fall to a you-cut Christmas tree farm in the winter. The farm is
owned and operated by the Kirtlan family and is located on a bend of the Sacramento River. Mature trees and
grassy park-like setting are rustic with it's restored buildings reminiscent of true carriage driving days com-
bined with it's roads that take you around farm fields spotted with old, very large pieces of farming equipment
makes this the perfect venue for the elegance and enjoyment of a Traditional Day Of Driving. The Kirtlans are
wonderful hosts and welcome the driving group which ads to the relaxed atmosphere of the day.

The event was great as the 25 competitors wiped, polished, shined, bathed and dressed to the nines, and made
ready for the critique by our esteemed Mrs. Jody Cutler. who was very impressed with what she saw this year.
NCDC is privileged to have had the Cutlers as judges for this event as they are very knowledgeable in the tra-
dition of carriage driving. This is the second year they have judged this event and Jody was happy to see that as
a group, we took to heart last years comments, embraced the meaning of this type of event and were turned out
beautifully. Jody says that this type of event brings out a different look at carriage driving that will expand our
knowledge base of carriages and tradition.

Terry and | attended the first TDD last year as Nifty was still not recovered from his ordeal. We came to work
and see what it was all about. | was able to scribe for Jody and Terry helped with set up and various other jobs.
We had no idea of what to expect from an event like this but by the end of the day we decided that we really
liked the idea of a TDD.

This years event went very well with a good turnout of competitors. Everyone was parked and nestled into the
trees in shady areas, though the day was not too hot it was a bit breezy. Everyone seemed to be enjoying them-
selves as they readied for the first part of the competition. Much like a dressage competition the competitors
are given a time of go for presentation. The presentation part is 60% of the score.

Once finished with presentation you will head out on a lovely drive through the countryside. The Kirtlans farm
roads offer a wonderful tour through their farm where we saw many variety of birds that populate the Delta
farm lands as well as beautiful aquatic birds and a few turtles that sunk quietly as we passed by. The cross
country drive is 25% of the score and is over a pre-determined gated course with a few obstacles along the way
that one could encounter on a drive. There was a mailbox, which you removed a letter and replaced it that was
manned by Pat Shoulderer. Second was a serpentine, Where Mike Proto-Robinson was standing in a small



patch of shade and a precision halt and reinback toward the end of the drive. The course is measured and
each turnout is given a window of time to finish within. However it is easy to get out there and forget about
time as you drive along just enjoying the sights and sounds of nature and a squeaky carriage.

The final part of the competition is the cones course which carries 15% of the score. This year it was 14 sets
of cones set up in a figure of eight and not too difficult. Once finished with the final phase we headed back to
the trailer to un-hook and have a beer. The day was wonderful and relaxing and filled with good wishes for
Nifty's return from fellow drivers.

Following the final competitor which happened to be Terry and me, there was the presentation of awards and
a club meeting where old and new business was discussed. It was it was received with enthusiasm to hold an-
other TDD at the Kirtlans farm.

Nancy Turner won First Place in the VSE, Wendy Mattos won First for the Marathon division, Mike Dowd
won first place in the four wheeled division and Terry and | won in the Two wheeled Traditional division.
We were very excited to also win Best Turnout and Mike Dowd won Best final score.

Thanks to the Cutlers for judging our event and for sharing their knowledge and enthusiasm of carriage driv-
ing with us.

We are privileged to have the President of the American Driving Society as judge for our event. Her knowl-
edge of carriages and turnout is exceptional and she was encouraged by the clubs willingness to do this kind
of event.

NCDC has done a wonderful job of organizing this event and it seems to have a good number of drivers very
interested in participating. Once again key club members came together to put on a successful day of fun
with little stress for the competitors. Jay Hubert, Gina Miner, our announcer Buck Shoulderer and of course
our club Pres, Pat Shoulderer along with old and new club members made this all happen. Our thanks for all
of your hard work and thanks to the competitors that supported the 2nd Annual Traditional Day Of Driving.
There are no written rules for a Traditional Day Of Driving, however there are guidelines. This sport was
started in Europe and there is plenty of interest here to hold future TDDs.

Scores for Traditional Day of Driving Nifty, with Jane and Terry Merritt, and
Aug 21, 2004 Pearl the carriage dog at Silverbend.
Photo by Buck Scholderer.
There were 4 classes: Traditional 2-wheeled vehicles, Traditional 4- R
wheeled vehicles, Very Small Equines and Marathon vehicles.

Results:

i,

VSE Marathon 4-wheeled 2-wheeled
1st  Nancy Turner Wendy Mattos Mike Dowd Jane Merritt
2nd  Jackie Mills Kelly Albrect ~ Steve Olsen Judy Moore
3rd Victoria Myer  Shelley Chavoor Jenni Haas
4th Will Meneke Sally Baker
5th Alice Simpson

Trophies donated by Leslie Berndl

Two special awards, gift subscriptions donated by Carriage Driving
World, were given for:

Best Turnout Score: Jane Merritt

Best Final Score: Mike Dowd






NCDC
4008 Dyer Rd.
Livermore, CA 94551

NCDC Membership Application/Renewal Form

New Member Renewal

Dues are $25 for Individuals and $35 for Families. The Membership year runs from June to May 31, not the Calendar Year.

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone Email Address

Use this space for an optional brief description of your interests, type of horse and carriage, and what you would like to see in the
way of club activities.

Mail this form along with your check, made payable to NCDC, to: Virginia Miner, 4008 Dyer Road, Livermore, CA 94551





